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They Go Where You Go:

New Post Exchange Offers Bigger, Better Shopping to Soldiers

By Ple. Al Barrus

122nd MPAD

The Army and Air Force
Exchange Service will open the
doors to their mew 30,(H0-
square-foot  Post  Exchange
(PX) April 23 in the Division
Life Suppont Area of Camp
Yietory Morth

According  to David
Schloss, the AAFES general
manager for the Baghdad area.
plans are underway to develop
a diverse food court Right
mow, Burger King is the only
confirmed food concession for
the PX, but other restaurani

chains are awaiting approval

“We have come a long way
since last vear. where we would
Just open boxes of Gatorade on
the floor and have a cashier a
tiny little roomm,” he addad.

The store at the Baghdad
Intematicnal Airport (BIAP)
that closes April 30 has 7,000
gquare feet of selling space.
The new PX is more than [our
times that size. The building’s
dimensions also include stor-
age areas and offices, accord-
ing to Jonathan Tokar, the gen-
eral manager for all AAFES
operations in lrag.

The new 30,000-aquare-foot Camp Victory North
Post Exchange opens April 23 and will feature two
separate areas, as well as concessions. The back
area will house bulk items such as furniture.

Photos by Pfo, &1 Barmus, 122nd MPAD
Army and Air Force Exchange Service visual infor-
mation specialists Karen Clayton and Don Lute set
blue trim around the empty shelves in the main area
of the new 30,000-square-foot PX scheduled to open
at Camp Vietory North April 23.

Other concessions  that
tend to be around a PX won't
be encased within the 30,000
square-fool of the bulding,
AAFES  offi-
cials noted.
Concession
shops such as
barber, beauty,
EEWINgG and
alterations, food
CONCEessions,
and gifl shops
will be outside
the structure

An array of
local vendors
will also be
found outside the new PX. The
current plan is for all the ven-
dors at BLIAP 1o move o Morth
Victory. Schloss said

The stalf of the BIAP PX,
as well as the stock, will move
operations 1o the Victory Morth

exchange, bul more stock will
be moved in and more stalT will
be hired o accommodate the
larger PX. Though the BIAP
siore doesn’t close
until Apnl 30. the
process of stocking
the Morth Victory
8 PX has already
o hegun  and  will
open a week pnor
i the BIAP slore
closing.

“This store’s
| stock  will  have
total access to our
European  sitock
bacause thiz iz a
susianed area versus a coniin-
gency,” Tokar said

Bulkier items, such as fur-
niture, will be in a different part
of the store. separated from the
smaller, more commonly zeen

Continued on Page 2
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New Exchange
Supports Troops

Continued from Page 1

inventory  items  like Tood,
hvgiene products and compact
dizcs, The store is made of two
large tent-like structures that
resemble BIAP's Bob Hope
Dining Facility,

“We are really looking
forward o opening this store,”
Schloss said. ““We are putiing in
the look that vou would find at
vour PX back in the States.
Wea're just trving 1o make it as
much like home as possible,
and we have literally hundreds
of thousands of dollars worth
of merchandise on the way,”

“1 just want to sav thal our
main goal for coming oul hare
i5 o support our troops,” Tokar
said. echoing the AAFES cor-
porate slogan of “We Go Where
You Go.”

“We're really happyv to
serve along side vou,” he
added. “¥ou guvs cammv rifles,
and we carrv soap.”

Pilot's Dad Supportive of Iraqi War Efforts

¥ From the Associared Press

HOUSTON — Kenneth
Fortenberrv and family know
the loneliness his son Chuck
endured when he was shipped
1o Traq abouwt two months ago
for what tumed out @0 be his
last mission,

“Our familv, me and my
three bovs together. have 38
vears in the militany,”™ Kenneth
Fortenberry said Monday,
“We ve all done our tum,
we've all had to go through
what Chuck went through
when he left on that plane.
Think of a man with thres
children and a wife who does-
n’t know whether he's coming
back. Mo one knows loneliness
like that.”

Kenneth Fortenberry said
bz son, Wesley Charles
Fortenberry, died Sunday with
anather AH-64 Apache heli-
copter crewman when insur-
genis west of Baghdad shot
down their aircraft. which was
protecling a fuel convoy hend-
ed toward the violence-racked
citv of Fallujah

Chuck Fortenberry, a

| 9%-yvear Ammy veleran, would
have turned 39 on Thursday,
The Pentagon notified the fam-
ily of Fortenberry's death
Sunday morning but as of
Monday morning had not
made public his identity,
which was reported by televi-
stom station KFDM in
Beaumaoni

Fortenberrv, stationed at
Fort Hood, is survived by a
wife and two sons. ages % and

—
» 1st Cav

"IN IRAQ

10, wha live near Fort Hood
Another son, 15, hives in North
Carolina.

Kenneth Fortenberry,
speaking by telephone from
his home in Woodville, 90
miles nertheast of Howston,
said his son sounded con-
cemed when thev spoke for
the final ime last weak.

“He told me he was only
flying at night but things had

gotten real messy the last two
or three davs,” Fortenberry
said, adding that he leamed
aboud his son’s final mission
via e-mail. “He was fending
(attackers) off and they either
got him with a (rocket-pro-
pelled grenade) or a ground-io-
air mssile, and the (Apache)
hit the ground and exploded, ™

Fortenberry had a vanety
of duties throughout his career,
his father said.

Kenneth Fortenberry, wha
said he continues to support
the Irag war effort and
believes anti-war advoecates are
undermining the troops. said
another Apache circled the
crash site to prevent Tragis
from desecrating the crew-
Men’s remains

“I've been told if it hadnt
been for (Chuck Fortenbern
and his crewmate), there
would have been a lot more
Amencans killed.” Kenneth
Fortenberrv said

Funeral services are pend-
1

announced.

promne position.

SAFETY TIP:
B At ithe firsi sign of atiack assume the prone position
and remain in that position until the “all clear™ is

kI in & tent, drap to the Moor, don your IBA and Kevlar,
roll toward the sandbag protected wall and assume the
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Freedom Quilts Founder Visits Fort Hood Quilt-a-thon

b From Fort Hood Seniinel

FORT HOOD, Texas- In
the 1989 movie “Field of
Direams,” Shoeless Joe
Jackson asks main character
RFayv Kinsella if the baseball
diamond he has stepped onto
is heaven and Kinsella
replies “no, it's lowa.”

True, lowa 1snt heaven,
but that doesn’t mean angels
don’t occasionally emerge
from the corn fields.

Betty Mielson is as close
to an angel as a person can
get, according to the thou-
sands of families who have
been touched by her work
with Freedom Quilts. A resi-
dent of Fonda, lowa, popula-
tion 90, Nielson has dedicat-
ed her life to comforting the
families of the victims of the
September 11 attacks and the
Soldiers killed in the war on
terrorism by providing them
with a physical representa-
tion of a nation’s love, a
handmade quilt.

“I want to
say that all the
love that went
into making
this quilt, 1
felt,” Demse
D Angelis,
who lost her
hushand Robert
in the collapse
of Mew York's
World Trade
Center and
received one of
Mielson's Freedom Quilts in
the fall of 2002, wrote in a
letter, “This quill has been an
instrument of healing for my
deeply broken heart.”

Mielson, who has helped
distnbute more than 4,800
quilts since she started the
Freedom Quilt project two-
and-a-half vears ago, visited

Fort Hood March 25 - 26 to
Join 39 Texas quilters in a
quilt-a-thon to benefit the
Freedom Quilt project and
Operation Quilted Comfort.

“For many families, to
receive one of these quilts is
like [having] loving arms
wrapped around them,”
Nielson said. It is my life’s
work to comfort these fami-
lies.”

Welcoming quilters from
as far away as Forl Worth,
the two-day event produced

I8 guilts, all of which will be
distributed to families of
Soldiers killed since
September 11,

“We wanted 1o make as
many quilts as possible but
we hope we won't need to
use any,” quilt-a-thon co-
organizer Valerie Taber said.

Lorraine Karl, a resident
ol Plano, Texas who made
the two hour trip to Fort
Hood after reading about the
quilt-a-thon online, donated
enough panels to
finish three quilts.

“1 don’t have
the freedom of the
Internet, of the
press, the ability
to go anywhere |
want anytime |
want, without mal-
itary to back that
freedom up,”
Karl said. “We
can’t begin to
repay the families
these quilts will be going 1o
for their sacnfice.”

Ken and Pat Polhemus
came down from Fort Worth
to help with the quilt-a-thon
after seeing an article in a
Dallas paper. Ken, a Vietnam
Weteran and Manne helicop-
ter pilot, said they came to
support the families of Fort

Betty Nielson, founder of
Freedom Quilts, with her
huszband Dennis, put the
finishing touches on a
quilt during a Quilt-a-
thon at Fort Hood.

Hood Soldiers.

“We had nothing when 1
went overseas and, in those
days, they would 1ell Pat tha
her husband was a baby
killer.” Ken said. “We just
want to support these fami-
lies.”

A former technician for
the Air Force, Mielson is no
stranger to military life and
said she feels like all the
Loldiers and their loved ones
are a part of her family.

“Do we enjoy freedom
ol religion, freedom of the
press ... the nght to vote?™
Niclson asked. “1f we enjoy
all these freedoms, then we
have our military men and
women to thank ™

During a ceremony
March 26, Nielson presented
three Fort Hood widows with
quilts to honor their fallen
Soldiers. Linnie
Blankenbecler and her

daughter lessica were on
hand to accept a quilt in
honor of Command Sgt. Maj.
James Blankenbecler, 1st
Battalion, 44th Air Defense
Artillery, 4th Infantry
Division, who was killed

Oct. 1 outside of Samara,
[rag

“Some of these quilts
have tears in them but they
all have a lot of prayers in
them too,” Mielson said.

For Mielson, and her
hushand Dennis, the trip
from lowa to Texas and time
away from pre-planting and
machinery preparations is
just & small sacrifice in con-
sideration of the sacrifices
Soldiers and families are
making for the nation

“These men and women
are fighting to make sure that
we keep our freedom, [to
ensure] that no more terronist
acts happen again and they
are worth every last ounce of
our energy.”

Mielson is always look-
ing for help in her continuing
quest to provide a quill 1o the
families of every September
] victim as well as to every
family of Soldiers killed in
the War on Terrorism,
Whether time, fabric or
money, Nielson said that
anly through team work can
the lovingly made quilts find
their way into every family's
home.

*“Together, we can do it,”
said Mielson “T don’t want (o
leave a single Soldier’s fami-
Iy behind.”

For more information on
the project or to request a
quilt for the family of a fall-
en Soldier, e-mail debe-
nigliEinen net or visit

www freedomquilts net.
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San Francizco Giant all-

star outfielder Barry
Bonds celebrates after

hitting his 660th career
home run in a 7-5 victory
over the Milwaukee
Brewers Monday night.
This homer ties him with
his hall-of-fame godfa-
ther, Willie Mays, for
third place on the all-
time list. 5till shead of
the slugger are Babe
Ruth (714) and Henry

The 'Bambino’ is Next

Bonds’ Blast Catches Godfather

b From the Mibvankee
Sonrnal-Sentine!

SAN FRANCISCO - For
the past few days, Willie
Mavs noted that Bamy Bonds
was forcing things and, in the
process, becoming somewhat
anxious and a bit frustrated.

“1 felt that he was press-
ing a bit,” said Mavs, who
studied his godson closely

“During the few times
Barry goes into a slump, [ tell
him to stay focused on him-
self, don’t worry about the
next gy, don’t try and lift the
ball. Just put a good swing on
the ball. 1 think he did that
today.”

It was much more than a
good swing, It was majestic,
timely and histonc, all in one.

When Bonds crushed a
poorly placed fastball from
Milwaukee's Matt Kinney far
over the right-field wall of
SBC Park and into the drnk
Monday, the San Francisco

finally had arrived.

Bonds' 442-foot rainbow
was No, 660 of his awe-
inspiring  career, drawing
even with Mays for third
place on the all-time list. Only
Babe Ruth (714} and Hank
Aaron (755) remain ahead.

As he watched the ball
soar into an unmistakable
home-run arc, Bonds threw
both arms in the air, as much
in relief as triumph

"1t was like a weight had
been lified off my shoulders,”
said Bonds, who lapsed into a
J-for-16 skid after drawing
within one of Mays with a
home run on opening day in
Houston,

“I felt a sense of accom-
plishment in the game of
baseball, It was a relief to
stand next to my godfather
and feel like I've accom-
plished something ™

As Bonds circled the
bases slowly and fAreworks

“The MNatural,” Mays emerged
from the Giants’ dugout to
make a much-anticipated
symbolic gesture. His @mft to
Bonds was a replica Olympic
torch Mays received for par-
ticipating in a cross-country
relay before the 2002 Winter
Games in Salt Lake City,

Bonds took the torch,
held it high for the sellout
crowd of 42,548 to see, then
posed for photos with Mays.

It was one of those per-
fect days that few athletes get
to experience. Bonds also
wilked, lined an RBI single
up the middle and doubled
when his towering pop fly fell
in no-man’s land in left field
in the seventh inning

“1 really wish my dad
could have been here to be a
part of this,” said Bonds, who
erased a 4-2 Brewers lead
with the three-run blast to
lead the Giants to a 7-5 victo-
ry.
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